
 

What is community immunity (herd immunity)? 

 

Germs can travel quickly through a community and make a lot of people sick. If 

enough people in your community get a certain disease, it can lead to an 

outbreak. However, when enough people are vaccinated against a certain 

disease, the germs can’t travel as easily from person to person and the entire 

community is less likely to get the disease. Even if a person does get sick, there’s 

less chance of an outbreak because it’s harder for the disease to spread if a lot of 

people are vaccinated and therefore immune. Eventually, the disease becomes rare, 

and sometimes, it can be wiped out altogether, which is what happened with a very 

serious disease called smallpox. This is known as community immunity or herd 

immunity. 
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Community immunity protects everyone, and it is especially important for people 

who are vulnerable to diseases, but who can’t be vaccinated. This includes children 

too young to be fully vaccinated, people with serious allergies against certain vaccine 

ingredients, and people with weakened or failing immune systems (e.g., people with 
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cancer, HIV/AIDS, type 1 diabetes, or other health conditions, and people going through 

certain medical treatments like chemotherapy.) 

Community immunity is also important for the very small group of people who 

don’t have a strong immune response to vaccines. These people who cannot get 

vaccines or who aren’t protected from vaccines depend on a high level of immunization 

in their schools and/or their communities to help protect them against dangerous, and 

potentially deadly diseases. 

Each vaccine-preventable disease requires a certain percentage of people in a 

community be vaccinated in order to prevent the disease’s spread. The exact 

percentage depends largely upon how easily a disease can spread from person 

to person. 

 

SOURCE - https://www.vaccinateyourfamily.org/questions-about-

vaccines/understanding-vaccine-science/ 
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