
FDA PARTNERS NBSSI TO CELEBRATE WOMEN ON THE INTERNATIONAL 

WOMEN'S DAY. 

 

The Food and Drugs Authority (FDA) on the 9th of March 2020, partnered the National 

Board for Small Scale Industries (NBSSI) and with support from MasterCard, organised 

a durbar themed  "I am generation equality: realizing women's rights" as part of the 

activities marking this year's International  Women's Day (IWD) celebrations. The event 

was held at forecourt of the new Accra Metropolitan Assembly (AMA), Accra. 

The NBSSI is a government support Agency under the Ministry of Trade and Industry, 

responsible for fostering the growth of enterprises. They work with micro, small and 

medium enterprises, helping to move small business to the next level by providing it 

with relevant and timely support.  



 

The objective of the durbar was to help women in the market centre who deal in Small 

and Medium Enterprises to bring their operations into compliance and grow their various 

business. Hence, the NBSSI partnered with the FDA so the Authority can interact and 

enlighten the market women on its role and help build sustainable businesses, so that 

the market women can demise the perception of the Authority being a torn in their flesh 

and inculcate the FDA's Certification and market authorization process, which is a 

necessity for the growth of their businesses.   

The Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Mrs. Delese A. Darko who gave her speech in the 

local dialect Twi, touched on the importance of regulation and the mandate of the FDA. 

She said the Authority educates the public on various food safety measures ensuring 

that the public health and safety is assured.  



 

Pertaining to IWD celebration, she further intensified that the Authority is promoting 

gender equality. She said compared to some years back, the ratio of men to women is 

ten to five (10 :5), on the management level it's ten to four (10:4). she jokingly said that 

pretty soon the FDA would see increasing number of female staff in relation to their 

male counterparts. 

Mrs. Darko said, in serving Ghana, the FDA receives support from some organizations 

like World Food Program (WFP), Skills Development Fund (SDF), NBSSI among 

others. She initiated that in the previous year, a total of 19,800 women were trained on 

food safety measures including how to add vitamins and irons to foods like flour which 

has no natural supplement. Additionally, she said the FDA has trained some women in 

the Northern and other Regions, soon the training will begin in Accra and then the 

market women would have the opportunity to be trained as well. 

Correspondingly, she said the FDA has worked with the AMA on a pilot project called 

the Clean Market program, which began in Dansoman and would soon be extended to 

other market locations where people would be educated on how to keep their 

environment and  working materials clean as well as keep food safe. She advised them 

to examine the products they buy to sell and look out for the expiry, best before or used 

by dates.  



In concluding her speech, she revealed that the FDA has partnered with the NBSSI and 

there are a lot of programs in the pipeline for the women of Ghana, where industrial 

work would be promoted, women would be taught on soap production, proper packing 

of plantain chips, shea butter processing and many other cosmetics. She also spoke on 

the Made in Ghana Initiative and assured the market women that once they grow their 

business to the next level with the right certification, the FDA would ensure that their 

products are seen in supermarkets like Koala, the Shoprite etc. 

  


